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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 



basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-6, 10, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Takahashi 
et al. (US Patent # 6,630,960). 



Takahashi et al. teaches a digital camera (figure 3) comprising an image pickup device (figure 3, 
element 3) for capturing an image of a subject; an exposure determining element (figure 3, 
element 25) for determining exposure parameters in image capturing, a selector (figure 3, 
element 20) for selecting a metering process for determining said exposure parameters (col. 5 
lines 52-61) and a control unit (figure 3, element 25) for correcting said image through a 
correcting process according to a type of said metering process selected by said selector (col. 5 
lines 49-61). 



Takahashi et al. teaches center weighted light metering in which center regions are weighted 
(priority) more compared to other regions based on the weighting coefficient pixel values 
assigned to different pixels by the control unit 25 (col. 8 lines 26-35). 



[Claim 1] 



[Claim 2] 



[Claim 3] 
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Takahashi et al. teaches a control unit (figure 3, element 25) corrects exposure based upon 
different modes selected by the unit 20 which further correspond to different metering processing 
as illustrated in figures 7 and 8 (col. 8 lines 24-45). 



Takahashi et al. teaches a control unit 25 determines a relation between luminance (brightness) 
in the image and said subject on the basis of a result of different phototaking modes and based on 
the relation corrects the exposure (col. 18 lines 31-61). 



Takahashi et al. teaches a digital camera (figure 3) comprising an image pickup device (figure 3, 
element 3) for capturing an image of a subject; an exposure determining element (figure 3, 
element 25) for determining exposure parameters in image capturing, a meter (figure 3, element 
25) for performing metering process in determination of said exposure parameters in which 
brightness in a specific area is weighted within an image capturing range (coL 5 lines 52-67, 
figure 4) and a corrector (figure 3, element 25) for correcting said image on the basis of values of 
pixels corresponding to said specific area (col. 6 lines 1-22). 



Takahashi et al. teaches a digital camera (figure 3) comprising an image pickup device (figure 3, 
element 3) for capturing an image of a subject; an exposure determining element (figure 3, 
element 25) for determining exposure parameters in image capturing, a meter (figure 3, element 
25) for performing metering process in determination of said exposure parameters in which a 
plurality of areas in an image capturing range are metered (col. 5 lines 52-67, figure 4), a divider 
(figure 3, element 25) for dividing said image on the basis of positions of said plurality of areas 



[Claim 4] 



[Claim 5] 



[Claim 6] 
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(col. 8 lines 7-1 1) and a corrector (figure 3, element 25) for correcting each of said plurality of 
divided areas individually by using a result of said metering process (col 8 lines 1 1-23). 
[Claim 10] 

Takahashi et al. teaches an image camera for capturing an image of a subject (figure 3), a 
metering device (figure 3, element 25) for metering said subject for exposure control at 
capturing, and provided with a plurality of metering processes, a program storage (figure 3, 
elements 19a, 19b) for storing a plurality of image-correction programs previously related to the 
metering processes (col. 9 lines 1-34), a selector (figure 3, element 20) for selecting a metering 
process among said plurality of metering process selected and a control unit (figure 3, element 
25) for correcting said image according to an image correction program previously related to said 
metering process (col. 9 lines 21-24). 
[Claim 11] 

Takahashi et al. teaches an image camera for capturing an image of a subject (figure 3), a 
metering device (figure 3, element 25) for metering said subject to generate a metering 
information for exposure control and a control unit (figure 3, element 25) for correcting said 
image in response to said metering information obtained in said metering device (col. 5 lines 49- 
61). 

3. Claims 7, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fukuda (US 
Patent #6,091,908). 
[Claim 7] 

Fukuda teaches an apparatus of processing an image comprising a first element (figure 1 : 62) for 
determining a metering type used in capturing said image data including said image from image 
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data including said image and determining a correcting process in accordance with said metering 
type and second element for correcting said image through said correcting process (col. 4 lines 



This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 7. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon apparatus claim 7. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukuda (US Patent 



#6,091,908). 
[Claim 9] 

Claim 9 is similar to claim 7 except a computer processor for storing and reading the code for the 
method implemented in claim 7. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to have a 
computer processor for storing and reading the code in order to transfer the code to any other 
image input apparatus so as to implement it on other devices 



17-25). 



[Claim 8] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



i. Okino et al. (US Patent # 4,734,777). 
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ii. Uchino et al. (US PG-PUB # 2002/0008771). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K Aggarwal whose telephone number is (703) 305-0346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM, 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation hiformation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



YKA 

July 26, 2004 
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